Fetcher/Vale Pit
Special Use Permit
ACTIVITY #:

PL-17-175

HEARING DATES:

Planning Commission:

4/19/18 at 6:00 pm

Board of County Commissioners:

5/1/18 at 1:30 pm

PETITIONER:

Elam Construction

PETITION:

Amendment of PP2013-042 to expand the pit boundaries by 8
acres.

LEGAL:

West 1/2 Southwest 1/4 Section 28, East 1/2 Southeast 1/4
Section 29, Township 9 North

LOCATION:

54395 County Road 62, Clark; approximately 4,300 feet west of
the intersection of CR 129 and CR 62

HAUL ROUTE:

CR 62 to CR 129

AREA:

Existing pit area: 25.3 acres
Proposed permit expansion area: 8 acres
Disturbance area: 25.3 acres
Proposed permit area: 33.3 acres

STAFF CONTACT:

Alan Goldich; agoldich@co.routt.co.us

ATTACHMENTS:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Narrative
Correspondence from applicant dated 4/6/18
Pictures of the site and surrounding area
Mine, site, and reclamation plans

History:
1. The Fetcher/Vale Gravel Pit first began operating as a sand and gravel extraction operation in
the 1940s as two separate pits.
2. In 1988, two permits were approved to allow for expansion of the operations at the separate
pits and an additional one for an asphalt batch plant to be used in conjunction with the Federal
Highway Administration CR 129 upgrade. Resolutions #88-P-101 (Fetcher Pit), #88-P-011
(Asphalt Plant), #88-P-012 (Vale Pit)
3. In 1989 an amendment was approved (PP1989-015) expanding the permit boundary to allow
the scale house to be moved to the other side of CR 62A, where it is currently located.
4. In 1993 the County approved a new permit (PP1993-015) allowing the continuing operation of
the asphalt plant and also allowing for the operation of a concrete batch plant for additional
phases of the CR 129 project.
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5. In 2001 a new permit (PP2001-019) was issued for a 10-year term, and allowing for the
expansion of the pit from 14.85 acres to the current size of 25.3 acres. This permit also
combined the two previous permits for the separate pits into one.
6. In 2013, the permit was renewed (PP2013-042), allowing the area of disturbance to be
increased from 12 acres to 25.3 acres, and allowing the hours of hauling to begin at 8:00 a.m.
instead of 8:30 a.m..
7. During review of the permit in the 90’s and early 2000’s, the County and the local population
had concerns with the operation. These included traffic on CR 62 and 129, noise, dust, visual
impacts, environmental impacts, and potential conflicts with school buses. At that time, the
North Routt Charter School and pre-school were located on CR 62, in between the pit and the
Clark Store. Additional conditions of approval were put in place to mitigate these concerns.
8. Historical sales volume consists of the following:
Year
Sales Volume
Truck Trips
2013
26,137 tons
1,375
2014
30,842 tons
1,713
2015
32,986 tons
2,028
2016
33,449 tons
2,350
2017
33,436 tons
2,218

Site Description:
The site is located ¾ miles west of the unincorporated community of Clark, CO on County Road
62A. The mining area is located on the northwest side of the road, while the scales, scale
house, staging area, and sanitary facilities are located on the southeast side of the road. The
site is located within the Elk River drainage area, with the main channel approximately ¼ mile to
the east of the pit. Cottonwood Gulch defines the southeastern boundary of the mining area.
Surrounding land uses include grazing/pasture land, single family residences on large parcels,
and the Clark Store.

Project Description:
The newest proposal continues to focus primarily on the extraction and processing of sand and
gravel products. The petitioner states that 90% of the resources within the existing permit
boundary have been mined. The petitioner is proposing an 8-acre expansion to 33.3 acres, of
which 25.3 acres are identified as mining area. The narrative states that, if the expansion is
approved, the pit would have 12.5 years of reserves.
Operations are limited to the hours of 7:00 am to 6:00 pm, Monday through Friday and one
Saturday per month. Hauling is limited to 8:00 am to 5:00 pm, Monday through Friday. The
mining process consists of removal of topsoil and overburden and stockpiling these materials for
use in reclamation. Gravel extraction will occur in 25’-30’ lifts (vertical depth of material that is
removed) and will move from east to west and south to north. Historical depth of the gravel
deposit is 60’, so two lifts are expected. Excavated gravel resource is crushed and stockpiled in
locations near the mining area. The petitioner states that maximum processing volume is
approximately 3,000 tons per day. Stockpiles of used asphalt and concrete rubble, along with
clean soil, may also be located on the site. The used asphalt and concrete are crushed and
utilized as recycled material in new construction; the soil is stockpiled for use in reclamation
activities.
An asphalt plant has been an element of past approvals for this pit and is proposed to remain as
part of this proposal. The asphalt plant was last on-site in 1995. The portable plant utilizes
material from the site for asphalt production. The maximum production volume of the plant, as
stated by the petitioner, is approximately 3,000 tons per day.
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The staging area, located on the south side of RCR 62A, contains the scale and scale house. A
part of the area is also utilized for minor overflow resource stockpiling. A seasonal watchman’s
trailer is placed in the pit for the employee that operates the pit. Fuel is stored in a 300 gallon
tank, located on the pit floor.
Haul roads to and from the site are County roadways and are in generally good condition. RCR
129 and RCR 62 are paved; RCR 62A is paved to just inside the mouth of the mine.
The reclamation plan calls for returning the mined areas to rangeland or, in the case of the staging
area, an agricultural storage area. The mined area will be graded flat approximately 60 feet below
the surrounding undisturbed elevation. Backfilling and seeding of mined-out areas will occur at 3
to 5 year intervals until the site has been completely mined. The staging area will be graded and
graveled. The final slope at the edge of the mined area will be 3:1. Topsoil will be replaced to a
depth of at least 10” and will be seeded with a mix recommended by the Soil Conservation
Service.

Staff Comments:
•

•
•

•

•
•
•

No complaints have been filed with the Planning Department since the early 2000’s. All of
the conditions of approval for reporting to the County have been complied with since the
most recent permit was issued. No other compliance issues were identified on the site visit
conducted in conjunction with this application.
The latest DRMS inspection of the pit took place in August of 2016. There were no issues
identified during the inspection and the operation was not out of compliance in any way.
Both the Fetcher property and the Vale property are under Conservation Easements
administered by the Colorado Cattlemens’ Agricultural Land Trust (CCALT). CCALT was
contacted about this application. After consultation with the applicant, and revisions to the
mine plan based on stipulations in the conservation easement, CCALT stated that they are
in support of the application.
The yearly production amounts that were provided in the narrative are based on tons
extracted, not tons sold. The existing permit requires reporting of tons sold, not tons
produced. The applicant stated that 30%-40% of material produced (extracted) is not
saleable. This product is stockpiled and used for backfill. Based on this explanation, staff
concurs with the applicant’s opinion that the anticipated life expectancy of the pit is 12.5
years.
As seen in the attached conditions of approval, several conditions from the 2013
amendment were omitted from the permit. Such conditions have been included as part of
this staff report.
Since the most recent amendment, no new policies or regulations have been approved by
the County that may impact the current operation.
The North Routt Charter School was notified of this application but no response was
received.

***Issues for Discussion***
1. Will the removal of the hill to the north of the pit create any noise or visual or other impacts that
need to be mitigated?
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Compliance with the Routt County Master Plan, Sub
Area Plans and Zoning Resolution
The Routt County Master Plan, Sub Area plans and Zoning Resolution contain dozens of policies
and regulations regarding land use. Section 5 of the regulations are designed to limit or eliminate
conditions that could negatively impact the environment and/or use of surrounding properties, and
shall apply in all Zone Districts and to all land uses unless otherwise noted. Section 6 Regulations
apply to all Minor, Administrative, Conditional or Special uses allowed by permit only, PUD plans,
Site plans, and Subdivisions. Section 9 Regulations apply to all mining operations and uses.
The following checklist was developed by Planning Staff to highlight the policies and regulations
most directly applicable to this petition. The checklist is divided into seven (7) major categories:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Health, Safety and Nuisances
Regulations and Standards
Mineral Extraction and Asphalt Plant Regulations and Standards
Community Character and Visual Issues
Roads, Transportation and Site Design
Natural Environment
Mitigation

Interested parties are encouraged to review the Master Plan, Sub Area plans and Zoning
Resolution to determine if there are other policies and regulations that may be applicable to the
review of this petition.
Staff Comments are included at the end of each section, highlighting items where the public,
referral agencies, or planning staff have expressed questions and/or comments regarding the
proposal. Staff comments regarding compliance with regulations and policies are noted
in bold below.

Public Health, Safety and Nuisances
Applicable Regulations – Routt County Zoning Resolution
5.1.1

Every use shall be operated so that it does not pose a danger to public health, safety or
welfare.

5.1.2

Every use shall be operated in conformance with all applicable federal, state and local
regulations and standards. Failure to comply with any and all applicable federal, state
and local regulations and standards may be cause for review and/or revocation of any
Land Use Approval granted pursuant to these regulations.

6.1.7.C

Natural Hazards

6.1.7.H

Wildland Fire

6.1.7.I

Noise

6.1.7.L

Odors

6.1.7.M

Vibration

9.2.D

Shall be operated such that noise generated by the use does not exceed State of
Colorado residential noise standards within 150 feet of any residence.
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Applicable Policies – Routt County Master Plan
7.3.C

Routt County discourages mining that would cause significant health or safety problems
to people.

7.3.D

Routt County encourages mitigation of significant health and safety dangers resulting
from proposed mines.

Staff comments: Based on past operation, it does not appear that this expansion will pose
a danger to public health, safety, or welfare. The operation is in conformance with all
applicable laws and regulations, and the standard condition requiring conformance is
suggested. There are no mapped natural hazards on the site (the Colorado Geological
Survey concurs), and the site is mapped as a low to moderate fire danger.
There are most likely noise and odor impacts associated with the operation, especially in
conjunction with asphalt production. The proposed mining plan will remove the hill to the
north that bounds the pit and shields the surrounding area from some of the impacts. The
removal of this hill will decrease the buffer around the pit, thereby creating impacts above
what the current operation creates. There are most likely vibration impacts as well. The
conditions of approval that are suggested (and have been place for years) have mitigated
the noise and odor impacts. Staff has not received any complaints in relation to this
operation, although the asphalt plant has not operated since 1995. It is staff’s opinion that
the existing and proposed conditions of approval are adequate and any impacts that are
created by this operation are adequately mitigated.
**Is the application in compliance with the Policies and Regulations outlined above? Yes or No

Regulations and Standards
Applicable Regulations – Routt County Zoning Resolution
6.1.2

The proposal shall be consistent with applicable Master Plans and sub-area plans.

6.1.5

The proposal shall meet or exceed accepted industry standards and Best Management
Practices (BMP’s).

9.2.G

Shall submit evidence of insurance for a minimum of $1,000,000 to cover and damages
to public and private property, and Routt County shall be named as an additional
insured.

9.2.K

Routt County requires the use of the most recent technologically advanced and proven
procedures and equipment to mitigate the significant negative impacts of mining
operations and associated uses.

Applicable Policies – Routt County Master Plan
7.3.P

Routt County requires the use of the most technologically advanced procedures and
equipment to mitigate the significant negative impacts of mining operations and
associated uses.
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Rout County will require that aggregate be recycled whenever possible and will strive to
be current on the best available recycling techniques.

Staff comments: The existing operation has been deemed in compliance with the Master
Plan and Upper Elk River Valley Community Plan, as recent as 2013. Conditions of
approval are suggested requiring the operation to meet or exceed industry standards and
to use most recent technology. The applicant has submitted insurance for the current year
and maintains insurance in accordance with Routt County’s requirements. An aspect of
this operation is the acceptance and processing of old concrete and asphalt.
**Is the application in compliance with the Policies and Regulations outlined above? Yes or No

Mineral Extraction and Asphalt Plant Regulations and Standards
Applicable Regulations – Routt County Zoning Resolution
3.2.14

Performance Bond

9.2.H

Unless all disturbance created by the mining operation is covered by a reclamation
bond under the jurisdiction of the Colorado Division of Minerals and Geology, or by the
federal government on federally owned lands, a bond or other acceptable financial
performance guarantee shall be submitted in favor of Routt County in an amount of at
least 150 percent of the cost of restoration of the site and access roads. The required
amount of such financial performance guarantee may be increased at the discretion of
the Planning Director to account for inflation. A bid for site restoration acceptable to the
permittee and Routt County shall be submitted to the Planning Department as evidence
of the cost of reclamation for bond setting purposes.

9.2.I

The Board of County Commissioners may require a financial performance guarantee in
addition to that required by the State of Colorado to insure that certain conditions of a
permit will be complied with. The required amount of such financial performance
guarantees may be increased at the discretion of the Planning Director to account for
inflation. The County will not require financial guarantees that are duplicative of that
required by the State. Copies of all financial guarantees related to the project shall be
submitted to the Planning Department prior to permit issuance; including but not limited
to those required by the State, BLM, and Routt County.

9.2.J

Any land survey monuments shall be recorded in the Colorado Land Survey Monument
Records prior to commencement of mining, and if removed, shall be replaced following
reclamation.

9.4.1.D

Any new surface mine or expansion of the permit boundary of any existing surface
mine, that is permitted for a time period of 5 years or greater, and results in a new
cumulative surface disturbance greater than 10 acres, shall be required to enter into a
development agreement with the County to provide conservation mitigation. Such
conservation mitigation shall include one of the following:
1. For each area in excess of 10 acres of surface disturbance, an acre of undeveloped
land within a 5-mile radius of the mine site will be preserved from future residential
or commercial development; OR
2. Local public benefit such as open space, trails, hunting or fishing access, wildlife or
agricultural conservation easements that in the determination of the Board of
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County Commissioners provide an equivalent public benefit to the reduced
development rights provided for in Section 9.4.1.D.1.
9.5.1

The following Standards for Asphalt and Concrete plants are in addition to the
applicable Standards and Mitigation Techniques of Section 5, Section 6, and Section
9.2 of these Zoning Regulations:
A. New long-term (greater than one-year) asphalt and concrete plants located outside
of an Industrial Zone District shall obtain at least 90% (measured on an annual
basis) of the aggregate used in the plant from on-site.
B. Asphalt and concrete plants and fuel tanks shall not be located within a 100-year
floodplain unless all requirements of the National Flood Insurance Program will be
complied with.
C. All plants and processing equipment shall have current Colorado Department of
Public Health and the Environment (CDPHE) Air Pollution Permits and shall meet
current CDPHE and Routt County emissions standards for air and water. The Board
of County Commissioners may set more stringent requirements in certain locations.

Applicable Policies – Routt County Master Plan
7.3.E

Where applicable, according to County, State and Federal regulations, Routt County
encourages the surface and mineral right owners to come to an agreement for any
proposed use prior to said use commencing.

Staff comments: As part of the last State inspection (2016), the bond amount being held by
the State was reviewed and determined to be sufficient to reclaim the site. The Board has
not required a bond on this pit in the past. Nothing about this application leads staff to
believe that this should change. A condition of approval addressing the replacement of
disturbed survey monuments is suggested. No Conservation Mitigation is suggested.
Conservation Mitigation is required for surface disturbances of greater than 10 cumulative
acres. This application is only for 8 acres. If the applicant requests another expansion of 2
acres or more in the future, then the Conservation Mitigation requirement will apply. A
condition of approval addressing additional expansions is suggested.
All of the aggregate used in the asphalt plant comes from on-site and this site is not
located in the 100-year floodplain. Conditions of approval are suggested that address
permitting and air quality for the asphalt plant.
The landowner and applicant have already come to an agreement on what the site will look
like and the uses that will take place once mining is complete.
**Is the application in compliance with the Policies and Regulations outlined above? Yes or No

Community Character and Visual Concerns
Applicable Regulations – Routt County Zoning Resolution
5.1.4

Outdoor storage of materials which might cause fumes, odors, dust, fire hazard, or
health hazards is prohibited unless such storage is within enclosed containers or unless
a determination is made that such use will not have a detrimental impact on the
environment
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5.9

Sign Standards

6.1.6

Outdoor Lighting: The proposal shall comply with the Outdoor Lighting Standards in
Section 6.3 of these Regulations.

6.1.7.G

Visual Amenities and Scenic Qualities.

6.1.7.K

Land Use Compatibility.

6.1.7.O

Historical Significance.

9.2.A

Shall be compatible with surrounding agricultural, residential, and recreational land
uses by selection of location and/or mitigation.

9.2.B

The proposed operation will be located a sufficient distance from other mining
operations so as not to create cumulative impacts to roads, air and water quality, or
other resources and amenities.
The Planning Commission and the Board of
Commissioners will determine sufficiency of distance.

9.2.C

Equipment used for the operation will not be visible from adjacent or surrounding
residences, or will be mitigated to the extent possible to reduce visual impacts. The
Planning Commission and the Board of Commissioners will determine sufficiency of
mitigation.

9.4.1.A

New long-term mining operations shall be located a minimum of 1,000 feet from any
property that is zoned for residential use.

9.4.1.B

Final reclamation shall be designed to create an aesthetically pleasing site or reclaimed
area that will blend with or improve upon the surrounding areas. Reclamation that
results in productive agricultural land or significant wildlife habitat is preferred.

9.4.1.C

Final reclamation shall be design to limit the amount of exposed groundwater in order
to minimize the cumulative impacts of evaporative water loss from reclaimed mine sites.

Applicable Policies – Routt County Master Plan
5.3.E

Routt County requires that all new developments do not contribute to light pollution.

5.3.F

Routt County will continue to consider the impacts of development and uses on view
corridors, water, wetland, and air.

7.3.K

Routt County desires to ensure that new long-term mineral extraction operations shall
be mitigated for visual impacts along entryways to growth centers, and to ensure that
visual impacts of existing operations are mitigated to the maximum extent feasible.

7.3.T

Routt County encourages the separation and sufficient spacing of mining operations to
prevent cumulative significant negative impacts to roads and to surrounding areas.

7.3.X

Routt County encourages the reclamation of mining operations for beneficial uses.
Where reclamation for wildlife habitat is appropriate, techniques recommended by the
Colorado Parks and Wildlife should be used.

7.3.Y

Reclamation should be done to create an aesthetically pleasing site or reclaimed area
that will blend with or improve upon the surrounding areas.

7.3.Z

Long term mining operations and associated uses should be located in areas where
they do not greatly impact scenic vistas, where there are compatible agricultural and
industrial uses, and where they are not in proximity to residential neighborhoods,
recreational, or other incompatible uses.
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7.3.CC

Routt County encourages reclamation of mine operations to reduce the amount of
exposed groundwater. Reclamation that results in productive agricultural land or
significant wildlife habitat is preferred.

7.3.EE

The provision of local public benefits such as open space, trails, hunting and fishing
access, recreational, or agricultural use as a condition for the mining operation is
encouraged as part of an end use of the mining activity.

7.3.FF

The provision of wildlife parks, reserves, wetland mitigation sites, or other beneficial
environmental use is encouraged as an end result of the mining activity.

Applicable Policies – Upper Elk River Valley Community Plan
2.4.4.8

Gravel extraction can continue in areas that minimize the impact on residents, visitors,
and the natural environment including the location of the facility and the associated
hauling operations.

Staff comments: The only materials that are stored on-site that would cause a health
hazard are diesel and the materials associated with the asphalt plant. The diesel is stored
in an enclosed container equipped with secondary containment. There are 2 signs on-site.
One is required by DRMS, contains pertinent permit information, and is 3’x3’. This sign is
exempt from the County’s sign regulations. The other sign measures 3’x5’ and is in
compliance with the sign regulations. The allowance for a sign has been included in the
conditions of approval. Lighting is not proposed. However, due to the currently approved
hours of operation, a portable light plant may be utilized in the winter during short days.
Traveling west on CR 62 from CR 129, there is a large berm that shields the pit from the
road way. This berm is proposed to remain through final reclamation. The scale house is
visible from CR 62, however it is a very small structure. There is currently a topographic
feature that prevents a traveler from seeing the pit as you travel south on CR 62. However,
this topographic feature is proposed to be mined, leaving a view into the pit. This
topographic feature will be the last thing to be mined so the views into the pit should not
occur for an extended period of time. Once the hill is removed, it will be possible to see the
pit for approximately 0.1 - 0.2 miles from CR 62. There are some mature cottonwood trees
that help shield views towards this area. Planning Commission will need to determine if
visual impacts of the mine, after this topographic break has been removed, requires any
visual mitigation. The final land use for the pit will be rangeland.
A gravel pit has operated on this site since the 1940’s. This use is compatible with the
surrounding land based on the amount of time the pit has been in existence and the
previous approvals from the County. There are no other mining operations in the area to
create cumulative impacts. There is a residence in the vicinity which is owned by the
Vales.
Staff was told the landowner’s son lives in the house, which is located
approximately 800’ northeast of the pit entrance. The pit is not visible from this residence
at this time, but will be once the northern portion of the pit has been mined. There will be
no groundwater exposed during mining. If mining does expose groundwater, the plan is to
cover it with at least 2’ of soil and move to another area of the mine.
**Is the application in compliance with the Policies and Regulations outlined above? Yes or No
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Roads, Transportation and Site Design
Applicable Regulations – Routt County Zoning Resolution
5.5

Addressing Standards

6.1.7.A

Public Roads, Services and Infrastructure

6.1.7.B

Road Capacity, traffic, and traffic safety

6.2.4.B

Projects shall mitigate their impacts to public roads such that all public roads used for
access to a project or development will remain in as good as or better than existing
condition.

6.2.4.E

Requirements for repairs, upgrades, development, and maintenance of public roads
may be included as a condition of any Land Use Approval. Such roadwork will be at
the proponent’s expense, unless otherwise determined by the Board of County
Commissioners.

6.2.4.L

Permittee shall undertake dust control resulting from project related traffic as may be
required by the Routt County Road and Bridge Department and/or the Routt County
Environmental Health Department.

6.2.4.N

Project shall be designed to prevent cumulative impacts of haul trucks along county
roads.

6.2.4.O

Projects may be required to limit hours of operation to minimize conflicts with peak
traffic hours and school bus hours.

6.2.4.P

Projects may be required to limit hours of operation to minimize the effect of poor
visibility, fog, or other environmental or road condition.

6.2.4.Q

Project may be required to route haul trucks to prevent significant impacts to
commercial, residential, or recreation areas and/or prevent significant impacts to
sensitive wildlife areas.

9.2.F

Truck traffic will not access the mining operation through residential or commercial
areas, or such traffic will be mitigated. Planning Commission and the Board of
Commissioners will determine sufficiency of mitigation.

Applicable Policies – Routt County Master Plan
7.3.R

Routt County encourages the limitation of haul distances.

7.3.U

Routt County encourages the payment of impact fees, ton-mile fees, up-front road
improvement fees, or other fee system to be used to offset costs for maintenance and
improvements to roads used for hauling minerals.

7.3.HH

Routt County discourages the exportation of gravel to surrounding counties.

Staff comments: The pit currently has an address for emergency services. There is no
proposed increase in the amount of production so no additional impacts above and beyond
what are existing are anticipated. Several conditions of approval are suggested that
address road and dust concerns. There are limitations on the hours that trucks can haul
out of the pit. Most of the product is hauled out of the pit to CR 129. There are 3
residences on CR 62 between the pit and CR 129, but staff has not received any complaints
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from any of the residents. At one point in time, there was a restriction on where asphalt
produced at this site could be delivered. That restriction is no longer in place and there
has never been a restriction on the delivery of aggregate from the mine.
**Is the application in compliance with the Policies and Regulations outlined above? Yes or No

Natural Environment
Applicable Regulations – Routt County Zoning Resolution
5.11

Waterbody Setback Standards

6.1.7.D

Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat.

6.1.7.E

Water Quality and Quantity.

6.1.7.F

Air Quality.

6.1.7.J

Wetlands.

6.1.7.P

Reclamation and Restoration.

6.1.7.Q

Noxious Weeds.

9.2.L

In-stream mining is not permitted.

Applicable Policies – Routt County Master Plan
5.3.B

While respecting private property rights, the County will not approve development
applications or special use permits that would lead to the degradation of the
environment without proper mitigation that would bring the proposal into compliance
with the Master Plan, appropriate sub-area plans, Zoning Resolution, and Subdivision
Regulations.

7.3.O

Routt County discourages the placement of mining operations that would permanently
harm significant wildlife habitat, permanently displace wildlife populations or interfere
with migration corridors.

Staff comments: The initial maps that were submitted showed disturbance within the 50’
Waterbody Setback. After this was brought to the applicant’s attention, the mining maps
were revised to show that disturbance would not take place in this area. A referral was
sent to CPW, which recommends the use of certified bear resistant trash containers and
mitigation measures to minimize food attractants to bears. As stated before, if any
groundwater is exposed, it will be covered with soil and mining will cease in that area.
Water for dust mitigation is obtained from the sediment pond located on-site. No water is
pumped from nearby Elk Creek. There is a sediment settling pond in the southern portion of
the site which prevents any sediment from leaving the site due to precipitation events.
There are no wetlands in the location of the expansion area. There could be impacts to air
quality from dust and asphalt emissions. Conditions of approval are suggested that
address both of these concerns. A reclamation plan has been submitted. Staff was unable
to consult with the County Weed Supervisor prior to publishing this report. Staff will have
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a consultation prior to the hearing and will provide any relevant information at the hearing.
In-stream mining is not proposed.
**Is the application in compliance with the Policies and Regulations outlined above? Yes or No

Mitigation Techniques
Applicable Regulations – Routt County Zoning Resolution
Mitigation Techniques to Reduce Water Quality and Quantity Impacts:
6.7.A

Create on-site sediment ponds to prevent erosion into waterways.

6.7.C

Limit the size of the excavated or disturbed area.

6.7.H

Provide buffers from waterbodies, rivers, streams, wetlands, etc; buffers/setbacks in
excess of 50 feet may be required depending on site conditions and proposed use.

Mitigation Techniques to Reduce Air Quality Impacts:
6.8.A

Limit area of disturbance to reduce dust generation.
projects and phase grading with construction.

Minimize overlot grading for

6.8.B

Gravel, water or chemically stabilize public and private access roads, stripped areas,
transfer points and excavations to minimize dust.

6.8.C

Limit hours of operation of batch plants to prevent cold weather firing during early
morning inversions.

6.8.D

Increase watering operations immediately in response to periods of high wind
conditions or dust complaints.

6.8.E

Revegetate disturbed areas as soon as possible. Plant stripped areas and soil
stockpiles that are planned to remain uncovered for more than one season with rapid
growing vegetative cover to minimize dust, erosion and weeds.

6.8.F

Overburden and topsoil stockpiles shall be contoured and conditioned to a slope
conducive to establishing vegetative cover.

Mitigation Techniques to Reduce Impacts to Scenic Quality:
6.9.A

Limit the number of acres disturbed at one time. Minimize overlot grading for projects
and phase grading with construction.

6.9.B

Conduct reclamation operations concurrently with the mining operation.

6.9.C

Phase mining or other operations to minimize the amount of disturbed ground at any
given time.

6.9.D

Plan reclamation to create an aesthetically pleasing site or reclaimed area that will
blend with or improve upon the surrounding areas through careful grading and the use
of appropriate native species for revegetation.

6.9.E

Provide effective screening of equipment and stockpile areas:
1)

Limit the height of stockpiles; and

4)

Proposed landscaping, screening, fencing and other visual impact mitigation
shall be approved by the Planning Director, Planning Commission or Board
of County Commissioners prior to operation.
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5)

Berms or other screening techniques may be used to effectively screen the
area.

Mitigation Techniques to Reduce Noise Impacts:
6.10.A

Limit hours of operation.

6.10.B

Limit hours and days of equipment operation to reduce noise effects to adjacent or
nearby residents.

6.10.C

Limit hours of hauling.

6.10.D

Route haul truck traffic away from residential, commercial and recreation areas.

6.10.E

Place processing areas behind berms or soil stockpiles, or at the bottom of the
excavation.

6.10.F

Use landscaping to muffle or redirect sound including berms, fencing, soil stockpiles, or
vegetation.

6.10.I

Use latest equipment approved by OSHA and MSHA to reduce or eliminate equipment
back-up alarms.

6.10.J

Place the operation a sufficient distance from residences, commercial areas, and
recreation areas to minimize noise impacts to those areas.

Mitigation Techniques to Reduce Wetland Impacts:
6.11.B

Develop sediment ponds and drainage swales to prevent pollution of nearby wetlands.

Mitigation Techniques to Reduce Impacts to Agricultural Uses:
6.12.A

Prevent spread of weeds to surrounding agricultural and residential lands.
enforceable noxious weed management plan may be required.

An

Mitigation Techniques to Reduce Impacts to Residential and Recreational Uses:
6.13.C

Practice continued mitigation of noise, dust, and other environmental impacts.

Staff comments: There is a sediment pond in the southern portion of the site which
captures sediment before it drains off-site. Currently, the entire minable area is allowed to
be disturbed. Typically areas that have been mined are required to be reclaimed while
mining is taking place in other areas. If the applicant has been reclaiming areas on a 3-5
year timeframe, there should be no reason for the entire minable area to be disturbed at
one time. Reclamation could be done on a shorter timeframe to reduce impacts to air and
water quality.
There is a condition of approval suggested requiring the applicant to control dust. Hours
and days of operation for the pit and hauling are in place. Other than these restrictions,
there are no additional restrictions on the asphalt plant. Overburden and topsoil stockpiles
are proposed to be seeded within 12 months of disturbance. The mine has a berm that
shields views from the county roads and helps reduce noise impacts. The operation is not
near any residences and the haul route only goes by a couple of residences.
**Is the application in compliance with the Policies and Regulations outlined above? Yes or No
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Planning Commission and Board of County
Commissioners Options
PC / BCC Options for Approval / Denial / Tabling:
1. Approve the Special Use Permit request without conditions if it is determined that the
petition will not adversely affect the public health, safety, and welfare and the proposed use is
compatible with the immediately adjacent and nearby neighborhood properties and uses and
the proposal is in compliance with the Routt County Zoning Regulations and complies with the
guidelines of the Routt County Master Plan and sub area plans.
2. Deny the Special Use Permit request if it is determined that the petition will adversely affect
the public health, safety, and welfare and/or the proposed use is not compatible with the
immediately adjacent and nearby neighborhood properties and uses and/or the proposed use
is not in compliance with the Routt County Zoning Regulations and/or the Routt County Master
Plan and sub area plans. Make specific findings of fact; cite specific regulations or policies by
number from the Routt County Master Plan and the Routt County Zoning Regulations.
3. Table the Special Use Permit request if additional information is required to fully evaluate the
petition. Give specific direction to the petitioner and staff.
4. Approve the Special Use Permit request with conditions and/or performance standards
if it is determined that certain conditions and/or performance standards are necessary to
ensure public, health, safety, and welfare and/or make the use compatible with immediately
adjacent and neighborhood properties and uses and/or bring the proposal into compliance with
the Routt County Zoning Regulations and Routt County Master Plan and sub area plans.

Findings of Fact
Findings of Fact that may be appropriate if the Special Use Permit is approved:
1. The proposal with the following conditions meets the applicable guidelines of the Routt County
Master Plan and is in compliance with Sections 4, 5, 6 and 9 of the Routt County Zoning
Regulations.
2. The Special Use Permit with the following conditions will not adversely affect the public health,
safety, and welfare.
3. The proposal with the following conditions is compatible with the immediately adjacent and
neighboring properties.

Conditions
Conditions that may be appropriate include the following:
General Conditions:
1. The SUP is contingent upon compliance with the applicable provisions of the Routt County
Zoning Regulations including but not limited to Sections 4, 5, 6, 8 and 9.
2. The SUP is limited to uses and facilities presented in the approved project plan. Any additional
uses or facilities must be applied for in a new or amended application. Accessory
structures/uses associated with this permit can be administratively approved by the Planning
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Director. Minor amendments may be approved by the Planning Director subject to
Section 3.2.10 of the Zoning Regulations.
3. Any complaints or concerns which may arise from this operation may be cause for review of
the SUP, at any time, and amendment or addition of conditions, or revocation of the permit if
necessary.
4. In the event that Routt County commences an action to enforce or interpret this SUP, the
substantially prevailing party shall be entitled to recover its costs in such action including,
without limitation, attorney fees.
5. No junk, trash, or inoperative vehicles shall be stored on the property.
6. This permit is contingent upon any required permits being obtained and complied with for air
and water emissions, reclamation, and other appropriate permits from all involved agencies
including, but not limited to the Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety (DRMS) Mined
Land Reclamation (112 Construction Materials Permit), Colorado Department of Health and
Environment (CDPHE) Air Pollution Control Division (Air Quality Permit) Emission Notices,
CDPHE (Stormwater Management Plan), any applicable US Army Corps of Engineer
permits, and Routt County Road and Bridge (Grading & Excavating and Right of Way
permits) a CDOT access permit. The operation shall comply with all Federal, State, and local
laws. Copies of permits or letters of approval shall be submitted to the Routt County Planning
Department prior to operations.
7. Permittee shall secure all necessary permits such as, but not limited to State of Colorado
Fugitive Dust Permit, any applicable USACE permits, Routt County Grading and Excavating
Permits, and Routt County Right of Way Permit(s).
8. Fuel, flammable materials, and hazardous materials shall be kept in a safe area and shall be
stored in accordance with state and local environmental requirements. Any spills of fuels or
hazardous materials shall be reported to the Routt County Planning Department within
three days of occurrence.
9. All exterior lighting shall be downcast and opaquely shielded.
10. Prior to the issuance of the permit, the Permittee shall provide evidence of liability insurance in
the amount of no less than $1,000,000 per occurrence with either unlimited aggregate or a
policy endorsement requiring notice to Routt County of all claims made. Routt County shall be
named as an additional insured on the policy. Permittee shall notify Routt County Planning
Department of any claims made against the policy. Certificate of liability insurance shall
include all permit numbers associated with the activity.
11. Accessory structures/uses associated with this permit may be administratively
approved by the Planning Director without notice.
12. Permits/Approvals shall not be issued until all fees have been paid in full. Failure to pay fees
may result in revocation of this permit. Permits/Approvals that require an ongoing review will be
assessed an Annual Fee. Additional fees for mitigation monitoring will be charged on an hourly
basis for staff time required to review and/or implement conditions of approval.
13. Transfer of this SUP may occur only after a statement has been filed with the Planning
Director by the transferee guaranteeing that they will comply with the terms and
conditions of the permit. if transferee is not the landowner of the permitted area,
Transferee shall submit written consent to the transfer by the landowner. Failure to
receive approval for the transfer shall constitute sufficient cause for revocation of the
permit if the subject property is transferred. Bonds, insurance certificates or other
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security required in the permit shall also be filed with the Planning Director by the
transferee to assure the work will be completed as specified. Any proposal to change
the terms and conditions of a permit shall require a new permit.
14. The operator permittee shall prevent the spread of weeds to surrounding lands and shall
eradicate any noxious weeds occurring on the site in accordance with an approved Weed
Control Management Plan approved by the Routt County Extension office comply with the
Colorado Noxious Weed Act as amended in 2013 and Routt County noxious weed
management plan. Confirmation of the approved plan is required prior to issuance of the
permit. A weed mitigation plan shall be developed by the Permittee and reviewed and
approved by the Weed Supervisor prior to issuance of the Special Use Permit. Revegetaion of
disturbed areas shall occur within one growing season with a seed mix which avoids the use of
aggressive grasses.
15. Any land survey monuments shall be recorded in the Colorado Land Survey Monument
Records prior to commencement of mining, and if removed, shall be replaced following
reclamation.
16. Copies of all financial guarantees related to the project shall be submitted to the
Planning Director prior to issuance of the Special Use Permit. The Board of County
Commissioners may require a financial performance guarantee to ensure restoration of
the site and access roads and compliance with other conditions of this permit. The
County will not require financial guarantees that are duplicative of that required by the
State.
Specific Conditions:
Operations Plan:
17. The Special Use Permit (SUP) is valid until December 31, 2024, provided it is acted upon
within one year of approval. The permit period is based on the length of the valid lease
with the landowners. Upon submission of an updated lease, the Planning Director may
renew the permit for a period of 10 years from the date of Board of County
Commissioner approval. The SUP shall be deemed to have automatically lapsed if the uses
permitted herein are discontinued for a period of one (1) year (except for uses that are
customarily operated seasonally or periodically).
18. Approved uses include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Extraction of gravel deposits
Crushing and processing of gravel deposits
Stockpiling of topsoil, overburden, and extracted and processed gravel
Intermittent operation of an asphalt plant
Locating a scale house and portable office facilities
Recycling of soil, asphalt, and concrete rubble
Reclamation
Site Sign

19. The hours and days of operation shall not exceed the following consists of:
a) A maximum of 100,000 tons of material may be removed from the pit in any 12-month
period. Any increase above this amount will require an amended permit.
b) Operation: 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. Operation, as used in this
condition, shall include the firing up and operation of the crusher, loading, hauling,
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extraction, sorting and crushing of gravel and other materials, use of the office, equipment
maintenance and repair, the warming up of equipment, and shipping and receiving of
non-aggregate materials. The site will also operate one Saturday per month following the
operating hours outlined above.
c) There shall be no operation on Sundays or national holidays, which are Christmas Day,
Thanksgiving Day, New Year’s Day, Fourth of July, Presidents’ Day, Memorial Day, and
Labor Day, except as may be permitted by the Planning Director of Board of County
Commissioners.
d) The Planning Director may grant temporary waiver of hours and/or days of operation
for public projects or for projects with special technical requirements.
e) The hours of truck hauling shall be from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm Monday through Friday.
f) This permit will allow crushing activities for no more than sixty (60) days within any
given construction season and the operation of one asphalt plant for no more than
thirty (30) days in any one construction season. The operator shall notify the
community ten days in advance of installing the asphalt plant. There may be special
public projects that necessitate additional time. Any such special public project
shall be of limited duration and the additional operation must be approved by the
Planning Director. Requests for this type of approval shall be submitted at least two
weeks in advance. (staff note: This condition was inadvertently left out of the previous
permit)
20. A maximum of 25.3 acres shall be disturbed at a time. Disturbed acreage is defined as all
areas not covered by water, pavement or substantially noxious weed free vegetation.
Reclamation according to the approved plans including grading, topsoiling, and seeding shall
occur concurrently with mineral extraction in each area.
21. Overburden and topsoil stockpiles shall be seeded within 12 months of disturbance.
22. Prior to issuance, permittee shall submit evidence of approval from DRMS for the
proposed amendment. Such approval shall be consistent with the Permit issuance is
contingent upon permittee receiving amended approval from the Colorado Division of
Reclamation, Mining and Safety (DRMS) Mined Land Reclamation Board for mining and
reclamation plans consistent with those approved with this SUP. Any future amendments to
the DRMS Mined Land Reclamation Board permit must be approved by the Planning Director
and may be cause for a review of the SUP.
23. As soon as sufficient working area is available, the asphalt plant and crusher shall be
located behind the east land barrier and on the pit floor to reduce visibility. (staff note:
This condition was inadvertently left out of the previous permit)
Reporting:
24. The operator shall submit the current DRMS Annual Report for the pit to the Planning
Department within two weeks of the due date each year for compliance verification.
25. The operator shall submit an annual report to the Planning Department and Assessor’s office
that details total materials hauled, remaining reserves, and the number of truck trips. This
annual report shall be submitted on the same day as the DRMS Annual Report.
26. Permittee shall notify the Routt County Environmental Health Department of any

written or verbal notice of violation or citation issued to the Permittee by DRMS,
CDPHE, or any other permitting agency. Copies of inspection reports, annual
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reports, asphalt plant and crusher relocation notices, and any other
documentation required to be submitted to DRMS, CDPHE, or any other
permitting agency for any permits obtained through those agencies shall be
submitted to the Routt County Environmental Health Department.
Reclamation:
27. Final reclamation of the pit shall be in conformance with the submitted and approved
reclamation plan. Reclamation shall include concurrent backfilling and reseeding,
occurring in 3-5 year intervals until the site has been completely mined. Upon cessation
of mining, the permittee shall proceed with reclamation with due diligence. (staff note:
This condition was inadvertently left out of the previous permit)
28. The Reclamation Plan shall be approved by DRMS as the final reclamation plan for this
site prior to the issuance of the SUP. Any revisions to the DRMS approved reclamation
plan must be approved by the Planning Director and may be cause for a review of the
SUP. (staff note: This condition was inadvertently left out of the previous permit)
Access and Traffic:
29. Routt County has the authority to close any county road at its sole discretion if damage to the
road may occur by its use. To the extent that a road closure may affect the permittee’s
operations, Routt County will cooperate with the permittee to allow operation to be continued in
a safe and practical manner.
30. Permittee shall maintain county roads affected by this SUP during the life of the operations.
Maintenance shall be determined by the Routt County Road and Bridge Department at its sole
discretion and at the permittee’s expense. Maintenance may include, but is not limited to
grading and graveling of roadways, restoration of roadway crown, sweeping or cleaning access
points, soft spot/damage repair, and application of a dust palliative as approved by the Routt
County Road and Bridge Director and the Routt County Department of Environmental Health.
Air and Water Quality:
31. No mining or other activity shall occur within 50 feet of Cottonwood Gulch.
32. Control of stormwater shall adhere to the Stormwater Management Plan as approved by
CDPHE.
33. The asphalt plant shall be consistent with the submitted drawings, including the
utilization of a baghouse for air pollution control. (staff note: This condition was
inadvertently left out of the previous permit)
34. The operator of the asphalt batch plant shall utilize “best management practices” in the
operation of the plant including routine, continual monitoring of the plant operation and
having the plant operator become certified to perform opacity testing and conducting
such testing on an ongoing basis. The plant operator shall keep records of such testing
and make such records reasonably available for inspection by the County. The asphalt
batch plant shall be operated so that noxious odors are not emitted beyond the
boundary line of the property. The applicant shall also comply with all applicable
Colorado odor regulations. (staff note: This condition was inadvertently left out of the
previous permit)
35. All internal haul roads shall be watered or chemically stabilized to minimize dust. Watering
operations shall be increased immediately in response to periods of high wind. The operator
shall take all appropriate actions to mitigate and control dust from all sources. The Routt
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County Environmental Health Director of the Planning Administrator may require temporary
closure of facility if dust control measures are not effective. The Special Use Permit is
contingent upon the petitioner complying with the applicable requirements of
Regulation 1, Section III.D.1.b of the Colorado Air Quality Control Commission, as a
minimum standard. The operation shall maintain a State-approved fugitive dust control
plan for the sand and gravel operation. In addition, no off-site transport of visible dust
emissions shall be allowed. The Planning Administrator may require temporary closure
of the facility if dust control measures are not effective. All disturbed sites shall be
watered or chemically stabilized to minimize dust. Watering operations shall be
increased immediately in response to periods of high wind. The operator shall take all
appropriate actions to mitigate and control dust from all sources, including stockpiles.
Noise:
36. Noise from equipment and trucks associated with the operation shall be muffled as
much as possible. (staff note: This condition was inadvertently left out of the previous permit)
37. Proximity sensitive back-up alarms shall be installed on all on-site loaders and earthmoving equipment operation above the elevation of the pit floor. (staff note: This
condition was inadvertently left out of the previous permit)
38. Noise from all on-site sources and from haul trucks shall be in compliance with the
performance standards in the State noise statute (C. R. S. 25-12-101). Violations of
performance standards shall be enforceable by the Routt County Planning Department
and may be cause for a full review of the SUP by Planning Commission and/or the
Board of County Commissioners. (staff note: This condition was inadvertently left out of the
previous permit)
39. The asphalt plant shall use the best available technologies to reduce noise. Noise
reduction equipment shall be upgraded as new technologies become available. (staff
note: This condition was inadvertently left out of the previous permit)
Miscellaneous:
40. This permit allows expansion of the pit by 8 acres. Prior to issuing permits for any
future expansions that total 2 acres or more, the permittee shall enter into a
Conservation Mitigation agreement with Routt County to protect land located within five
miles of the subject site from any future residential or commercial development. Such
agreement shall conserve an equivalent amount of land above 2 acres.
41. All trash shall be stored in Interagency Grizzly Bear Committee certified receptacles. All
other black bear attractants shall be minimized.
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SUMMARY
The proposal calls for the continued operation and expansion of an existing sand, gravel
and processing facility located 0.75 mile west of Clark, north of County Road 62A, known
as the Fetcher/Vale Gravel Pit. The extraction and processing of sand and gravel
products has occurred since 1988 by Elam Construction under the criteria contained
within an existing Routt County Special Use permit. The existing operation is permitted
by Resolution No. PP-2013-042, adopted by the Routt County Commissioners in 2001
under PP-2001-019 and renewed in 2013. Approximately 90 percent of the existing
gravel reserve at the Fetcher/Vale Gravel Pit has been mined. Therefore, this request is
to expand the present operations under the performance standards contained within the
existing Special Use Permit. An additional 8 acres of land will be added to the north of the
current mine permit boundary, see the included Current Conditions map.
The following are justifications for granting an expansion at the Fetcher/Vale Gravel Pit:
 A demand exists, and will continue to exist, in the Clark and surrounding area for
sand and gravel products and is demonstrated in Sand and Gravel Reserves in
Routt County, compiled by the Routt County Planning Department.
 Elam Construction has operated a sand and gravel facility in Routt County since
1985 and has demonstrated the ability to comply with all governmental regulations.
 Un-mined aggregate resources remain on the property.
 The operation is in compliance with the Routt County Master Plan.
 The operation complies with the criteria contained within the Routt County Zoning
Resolution.
 No complaints regarding the operation have been received by Routt County.
 The continued operations and requested expansion will not result in an increase
to the existing impacts to the surrounding area.
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OPERATION PLAN
INTRODUCTION - Elam Construction has constantly conducted sand and gravel
extraction and processing at the Fetcher/Vale Gravel Pit since 1993. Sand and gravel
mining occurred on portions of the sand and gravel pit for more than 50 years. The
operation originally received local land use approval in 1988 and again in 2003 when the
Fetcher and Vale Pits were combined into a single permit. The facility is located in the
“Clark” area of Routt County on CR-62A west of CR-129. The renewal and expansion of
the existing Special Use Permit will consist of continued gravel extraction, crushing, and
asphalt production together with stockpiling of imported soil, asphalt and concrete rubble.
Copies of the current Special Use Permits can be found within the appendix of this
narrative statement.
SURROUNDING LAND USE - Current use of the land and surrounding properties is
agricultural, consisting of grazing/pasture land and single family residences on large
parcels. The Elk River drainage dominates the valley setting about 0.25 miles east of the
property. Routt County has designated all of the land in the surrounding area as
“Agricultural/Forestry.” A Surrounding Land Use Map can be found on the following page
and depicts the configuration of various properties in the area surrounding the subject
site.
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Mining Area, Behind Hill

Looking west toward Fetcher/Vale Gravel Pit from driveway at 54280 CR-62.

EXISTING AND PROPOSED LAND USE - The main operation of the existing and
proposed expansion of the 33.3-acre Fetcher/Vale Gravel Pit site is extraction and
processing of sand and gravel products. The Mining Plan Map, found at the end of this
section, depicts the permit boundary, various mining activities, and the location of other
uses ancillary to the facility. Proposed operations are limited to the hours of 7:00 a.m. to
6:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, during the construction season. Hauling of the
resource is from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; however, hauling will NOT occur before 8:30 am
when school is in session.
Specific activities which take place on the property include:
MINING AREA – Mining will be conducted in a phased fashion beginning at the existing
mine face and proceeding towards the west and then north. When the gravel extraction
process begins, the first step of the process will be the removal of 8 to 12 inches of top
soil. Topsoil will be removed using scrapers, loaders and dump trucks and stored in
stockpiles near the identified mining area. Once topsoil is removed, the overburden
removal process will begin. As was the case with topsoil removal, overburden will be
excavated using an excavator and haul trucks. Overburden will also be stockpiled near
the extraction area in separate stockpiles from the topsoil. Approximately 125,000 cubic
yards of overburden will be removed from the un-mined area. To prevent erosion, the
stockpiles will be seeded within 12 months of establishment. Herbicides are applied
annually to control weed growth on all materials stockpiles. All of the stockpiled
overburden will ultimately be used in the reclamation process. Setbacks between the
Fetcher Vale
October 2017
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mining area and the property boundary are maintained to protect the integrity of the
adjoining land. Gravel extraction occurs in approximately 25 to 30 foot lifts and advances
east to west and south to north. As of this date, two lifts of extraction have occurred
across part of the identified mining area. Past mining activities show that the nature of
the sand and gravel resource is up to a 60 foot thick alluvial deposit. Removal of the
resource will most likely not exceed this 60 foot depth. The gravel resource is underlain
by the Cretaceous age Mancos shale. If groundwater is encountered during mining, the
area will be covered and compacted with at least 2 feet of overburden and mining will
relocate immediately. Imported and purchased water will be used, as required, to control
dust during any extraction and onsite hauling activities.
CRUSHING AND STOCKPILE AREAS - The excavated gravel resource is crushed and
stockpiled according to size near the mining area. Maximum processing is approximately
3,000 tons per day. Since a portable crusher is used, the location of the crushing
operation and processed stockpiles changes as mining proceeds across the mining area.
Crushing operations do not occur during the winter months. Purchased and imported
water is used constantly during the crushing operation to control dust. Used inert asphalt
pavement and concrete rubble is occasionally stockpiled within the mining area for future
crushing. Once asphalt and concrete is crushed to its proper size, it is stockpiled for use
as a recycled material in new construction. Occasionally, soil determined to be free of
debris and inert is brought to the site and stockpiled for use during reclamation efforts.
ASPHALT PRODUCTION - A portable asphalt plant may be erected on the site from time
to time. Material crushed on site is used for asphalt production. Maximum production for
the portable plant is 3,000 tons per day. Asphalt production is seasonal as well as
intermittently used and normally occurs between April and October. The plant meets or
exceeds all State and Federal pollution requirements, and is inspected on a regular basis
by corporate and governmental authorities. Components associated with the asphalt
plant include: liquid asphalt storage, aggregate feed bins, mixer, conveyors, lime silo,
truck loading equipment, power supply and distribution. Asphalt is job dependent and for
the last 5 20 years no asphalt plant has been in operation onsite.
HAUL ROAD - The existing roads and access serving the site are well maintained and
are in good condition. Access to the site is gained from Routt County Roads: 129, 62 and
62A, all of which are paved with gravel shoulders and no sidewalks. Most of the material
removed from the site travels east on CR-62 to CR-129 and then either north or south to
the delivery point. Trucks are also restricted on CR-62 north of CR-62A, except for local
deliveries. CR-62 is generally level with a few short roadway crests. Sight distance is
adequate.
Speed limit and other traffic control signs can be found at strategic points in and around
the operation area. Water is used on a continual basis to control dust on haul roads and
within the mining area.
PETROLEUM STORAGE AREAS –A 300 gallon diesel tank can be found on the pit floor.
Also, while the portable crusher is on site, a diesel fuel tank will be located on site as part
Fetcher Vale
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of the unit. All fuel is stored in above ground tanks and is accompanied by containment
dikes or permanently constructed secondary metal containment (i.e. portable trailer) to
prevent any discharges of fuel from leaving the site or percolating into the ground. Dikes
are constructed in a fashion to contain at least 110 percent of the volume of the largest
fuel storage vessel within the containment area.
WATER INFORMATION - The permit area is not prone to flooding from adjoining
properties. Two predominate drainage courses found in the vicinity of the site are:
Cottonwood Gulch that adjoins the permit boundary and the Elk River approximately 0.25
miles east of the site. Drainage calculation indicate that the existing culvert under CR62A adjacent to the site will discharge 120 cubic feet per second, flowing full with
maximum headwater depth of 5.13 feet from Cottonwood Gulch. Gravel extraction
activities are separated from the gulch by an undisturbed 25 foot minimum buffer strip –
the staging area. A review of the Flood Rate Insurance Map indicates that the site is not
prone to flooding by the Elk River.
Mining is conducted in a manner that will not increase the amount of surface stormwater
runoff above historic flows. Any stormwater runoff entering the site will be captured within
the pit area and allowed to evaporate or percolate into the ground. In order to maintain
the quality of any surface stormwater that crosses any exposed ground areas, a Storm
Water Management Plan (SWMP) has been prepared. A key element of the plan calls
for grading the area such that the discharge of any silt laden storm water from the property
in the event of a storm is inhibited and impossible. The Colorado Department of Public
Health and Environment (CDPHE) has issued a permit. Changes in the historic drainage
patterns will not occur as a result of the extraction process.
Water is used on site when necessary to control dust in the mining area, during crushing
operations, and on haul roads.
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The water supply for site uses is typically from an existing irrigation ditch located near the
permit boundary. Water is pumpedsediment pond onsite, or from the ditch toa water
truck. contractor. The small size and production onsite limits the water needs of the

operation. A reproduction from the FEMA Map.

WILDLIFE INFORMATION - During the initial approval process of the Fetcher/Vale gravel
pits, the Colorado Division of Wildlife determined that mining activities would not create
adverse effect on wildlife.
SOILS AND GEOLOGY - No natural or man-made geologic hazards are known to exist
in the area of the proposed mining operation.
The US Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service, has identified six soil
classifications within the requested conversion area. The location of each soil type and
a description can be found in the Appendix. A general description of each are presented
in the following chart:
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GENERAL SOIL PROPERTIES CHART
MAP
SYMBOL

MAP UNIT NAME

SLOPE
(%)

DEPTH
TO RESTRICTIVE
FEATURE

DRAINAGE
CLASS

GP

Pits, Gravel

N/A

N/A

N/A

25 to 65

more than 80 in.

Well Drained

5 to 25

more than 80 in.

Well Drained

0 to 3

39 in.

Poorly Drained

5 to 25

more than 80 in.

Well Drained

25 to 65

more than 80 in.

Well Drained

25 to 65

more than 80 in.

Well Drained

159
111
49A
111C
103
80F

Fingerrock cobbly
loam
Evna-Lintim
complex
Menbar-like loam
Slater-Routt
complex
Foidel-Rock
outcrop complex
Foidel loam

VEGETATION - The plant community surrounding the area of the conversion application
primarily consists of:
Letterman needlegrass
Columbia needlegrass,
Mountain brome
Idaho fescue
Other vegetation found in the area includes:
Slender wheatgrass
Low rabbitbrush
Mountain snowberry
The average annual production of air-dry vegetation in the vicinity of the subject mining
sites is 1,500 pounds per acre. The growing season ranges between 50 and 75 days.
UTILITY SERVICES – Since the property is located in a rural area of Routt County,
sanitary sewers and domestic water service does not exist. Portable toilets are provided
near the scale house and adjacent to the crushing activities when they are present on the
property. Bottled water is provided for drinking by the workers at the operation. Yampa
Valley Electric Association, Inc. owns and maintains an overhead electric line near the
west permit boundary.
EMERGENCY SERVICES – As of 1993, no emergency service provider has been called
to respond to an incident at the Fetcher/Vale Pit. Fire protection and Emergency Medical
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Technician services can be provided by the North Routt Fire Department No. One located
northwest of CR-129/62 intersection. Other emergency services are available from the
Routt County Sheriff. The Operator is committed to operating safely. Safety is an integral
part of the company’s overall operations.
LIFE OF MINING AREA - Several factors affect the total life of most sand and gravel
operations. Most notable is the surrounding community’s future gravel, asphalt and
concrete needs. Other factors include:
 Local, State, and Federal Economic Trends
 Future Local Growth Trends
 Major Public and Private Improvement Projects:
Rail and Airport
Major School
Major Governmental Buildings
 Major Commercial Buildings

ANNUAL PRODUCTION
90,000
80,000
70,000

TONS

60,000
50,000
40,000
30,000
20,000
10,000
0
2006
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2008

2009

2010
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YEAR

One method used to determine the life of a gravel operation is to evaluate the past
demand for gravel resources. By using the last five years of production, which averages
60,000 tons per year at the Fetcher/Vale Gravel Pit, in conjunction with the remaining
resource, it is forecasted that the gravel within the expanded area will be depleted in about
12.5 years. It should be pointed out that forecasts are based on current and past
excavation and mining rates. Inherent with any forecast is a degree of uncertainty. A
12.5 year life span is a relatively short period of time for a sand and gravel operation such
as exists at the Fetcher/Vale Gravel Pit.
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POST MINING AND RECLAMATION – The reclamation plan calls for returning the
disturbed areas, after mining and reclamation, to a land use that is rangeland. This land
use is consistent with that found in the surrounding area.
The dominate feature of the reclaimed area will be a flat graded pit floor approximately
60 feet below the surrounding undisturbed elevation. A Reclamation Plan Map depicting
the configuration of the ground surface area that will result after the gravel resource has
been removed is attached in this submittal package.
BACKFILLING AND GRADING - As gravel extraction activities are completed, backfilling
and grading activities will commence. Backfilling, grading and seeding activities have
occurred concurrently with mining over the past 10 years. It is anticipated that backfilling
and seeding will occur at 3 to 5 year intervals until the site is completely mined. The
backfilling and grading sequence will be as follows:
1. Stockpiled overburden will be hauled from a centrally located stockpile area by
mobile equipment to the extraction site and placed where required to achieve a
level topography and properly backfilled 3H:1V slopes. The location of these
stockpiles will change from time to time as mining and grading locations change
over the life of the operation.
2. Backfill will be graded to appropriate slopes using dozers or similar equipment. All
slopes will be graded no steeper than a ratio of a 3 foot horizontal to 1 foot vertical
slope. Grading will be done by dozers and scrapers that will compact and stabilize
the overburden material.
To ensure that all the material delivered to the facility from outside areas is clean and
inert, the following procedure has been implemented:
1. The individual or company delivering material to the facility is required to sign an
affidavit certifying that the material is: clean and inert, the originating source of the
material, and the estimated volume. At the discretion of the facility Operator, the
certification may also include an environmental audit of the source site prepared
by a Colorado Registered Professional Engineer or a Registered Environmental
Manager.
2. During the stockpiling process, the facility manager, and those individuals who
operate the stockpiling equipment, will conduct constant visual analysis of the
delivered material on a truck by truck basis. At a minimum, visual evaluations will
identify that imported material does not have any hydrocarbon contamination,
hazardous substances, or other solid waste.
3. In the event that contaminated material is identified, all work in the immediate area
will cease and a Colorado Registered Professional Engineer or a Registered
Environmental Manager will be contacted by the facility Operator. The listed
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qualified individual(s) will prepare, supervise and implement a Remediation and
Disposal Plan conducted in accordance with the requirements of the governing
regulatory agencies.
TOPSOIL REPLACEMENT - Topsoil replacement will occur with mobile equipment once
all regrading of the area disturbed by mining is complete. Topsoil will be replaced to a
thickness of at least 10 inches, which is appropriate to establish vegetation communities
consistent with the post mine land use. As is the case with the overburden stockpiles,
the segregated topsoil stockpiles will change from time to time as mining and grading
locations change over the life of the operation.
RE-VEGETATION - The intent of revegetation is the establishment of plant communities
consistent with post-mine land use. After topsoil replacement, seed bed preparation and
stabilization will be conducted and may include one of the following: ripping, disking,
harrowing and/or furrowing. Continuous analysis of revegetation success will determine
the best type of preparation that should be used.
Seeding will normally be done in the fall and/or spring when temperatures and adequate
soil moisture are present. Seeding will be accomplished by either broadcasting, or by
using a seed drill. If broadcasting is used, seed rates will be doubled. Due to the nature
of the backfill material and topsoil found in the area, hay, straw or fiber mulch is necessary
to retain moisture and promote germination and seedling growth. Mulching will be
accomplished with a clean weed-free straw at a rate of 2,000 pounds per acre either
crimped or “tackified” at 150 pounds per acre. Fertilizer may be applied if the Operator
deems necessary.
A Rangeland seed mixture was selected to vegetate the slopes remaining during
reclamation and irrigated pasture land seed mix was chosen to revegetate the flats of the
site. Seeding recommendations follow:
RANGELAND SEEDING CHART
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SPECIES

PLS / AC.

Sulfur Flower Buckwheat

2

Daisy Fleabane

1

Galleta (floret)

3

Small Burnet

2

Indian Rice grass

3

Winterfat

0.5

Shadscale

0.5

Scarlet Globemallow

0.5

Bottlebrush

0.5

Rabbitbrush

0.5

Four-winged Saltbrush

0.5

13

31 of 48

Total

14.0

IRRIGATED PASTURE
SEEDING CHART
SPECIES

PLS / AC.

Alfalfa

10

Tall Fescue

5

Orchard grass

5

Meadow brome

5

Strawberry clover

5

Alsike clover

5

Meadow Fescue

5

Total

40.0

SCALE AND STAGING AREA – Once the pit is mined out and aggregate material is
removed, the scale house and scale will be removed. All mining equipment will be
removed from the staging area. Both areas will be left well graded with an at least 4 inch
gravel surface.
WEED CONTROL – Weed control measures are currently and will continue to be
employed to repress any noxious weed species. Control measures will be used if the
growth of weed species on the reclaimed area threatens further spread of the weeds to
nearby areas. A Weed Control Plan will be utilized as follows:
 A semi-annual inspection of all disturbed areas by trained weed control
personnel.
 Spot spray any identified infested areas with herbicide designed to target the weed
species.
 Inspect the infested area after 2 weeks and re-apply herbicide as required.
 Inspect the site at 4 week intervals after the second inspection and re-spray as
required.
 Any weed control refuse left from previous year’s growth will be burned on site.
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IMPACT OF OPERATION
INTRODUCTION - The existing operations at the Fetcher/Vale Gravel Pit do not create
new activity, but respond to the existing and future customers within the existing trade
area surrounding Clark.
Any activity similar to the Fetcher/Vale Gravel Pit operation, no matter where it is located
will most likely create an impact to the surrounding community economically, socially and
physically. The nature of the activity, such as how it is handled and controlled, determine
whether the impacts are positive or negative. The Fetcher/Vale Pit has a >10 year good
standing status of taking and following steps to insure that the ultimate effects of the
operation are beneficial to the community.
IMPACTS ON ADJOINING AREA - During the time since the present operations were
established, some impact, particularly due to noise, dust and traffic on the adjoining
properties could be considered to be negative. By utilizing the "Performance Standards"
concept contained within the present Routt County resolution granting the use, and the
criteria contained within the zoning resolution, negative impacts have been minimized. In
addition to the Performance Standards, the existing resolution calls for a six year review
of the operation by the general population and various governmental agencies.
Preparation of the Mining and Reclamation Plans within this narrative statement meet
several goals:
Goal 1. Preserve the integrity of the existing Special Review.
Goal 2. Protect the adjoining residential uses from any adverse visual or noise
impacts.
Goal 3. Minimize impact of vehicle traffic utilizing county roads in the area.
Goal 4. Maintain ease of accessibility for shipment of product.
Goal 5. Controls for on-site and off-site damage to the natural environment.
Goal 6. Maintain a safe environment for workers and the general public.
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In order to meet the goals established above, the following elements have been
incorporated with the site operations:
1. Reclamation efforts occur on a regular basis.
2. Adequate parking and traffic circulation for employees and customers.
3. Locating crushing and aggregate processing on the pit floor, which at times is
more than 60 feet below the surrounding grade.
4. Maintain the natural visual embankment along the east side of the property.
5. Hours of normal operations are limited.
6. Annual environmental audits and inspections by corporate officials are
conducted.
IMPACT ON SCHOOLS - Because of the nature of the use, adverse impacts on the
school system are non-existent and can be considered to be positive. Positive impacts
are realized by providing a product used in the construction and maintenance of schools
which is locally available, thus, reducing transportation costs. No hauling of crushed
aggregate will occur prior to 8:30 am while school is in session.
IMPACT ON OTHER PUBLIC UTILITIES - The Fetcher/Vale Gravel Pit has minimal
impact on public utilities due to relatively low utility demands and the self-sufficiency of
the operation. The operation does not require public services from water and sewer
providers. Impact from the use of electric and communication service is offset by the
capital received from monthly service fees and levees.
IMPACT ON POLICE, FIRE & EMERGENCY PROTECTION - The layout of the existing
operation allows for maximum accessibility to the site operations for police and fire
protection services, while maintaining security. An aggressive safety program is instituted
that includes extensive safety training for employees working at the facility. Calls for
emergency and fire protection have been nonexistent. The site is less than one mile from
a fire station.
IMPACT OF TRAFFIC - The requested extension for the use will not change or increase
traffic above historic conditions. Traffic impact is off set due to the location of the
operation within the North Routt County “trade area.” Aggregate users historically obtain
aggregate materials from the area they are to be used. However, they have no choice
but to go beyond their area to obtain construction materials when they are not available
locally. This would be the case if the Fetcher/Vale Gravel Pit was not operational at its
current location.
Fetcher Vale
October 2017

16

34 of 48

IMPACT ON NATURAL SYSTEMS - The natural system was somewhat affected when
the operation was established several years ago. It will not change if the requested
expansion is granted by Routt County as long as the following impact mitigation measures
continue within the operations area:
NOISE - By locating various processing equipment on the pit floor, noise levels at
the property boundary can be maintained well below 65 db level at the permit
boundary. The Mine Safety & Health Administration (MSHA) conducts noise level
tests adjacent to processing equipment on a routine basis.
DUST - CDPHE, Air Quality Control Division, requires that emissions from the
property be maintained within acceptable limits. Dust permits are required for the
sand and gravel operation, as well as each piece of processing equipment. In
order to maintain these permits, a "control plan" is in place. The best management
practice within the control plan calls for constant watering within the extraction area
and haul routes. Water is also used to control potential dust emitted from the
crushing operations.
WATER QUALITY - Mining on the property is conducted in a fashion that does not
allow storm water from the mining operation to leave the property. A Storm Water
Management Plan has been implemented for the Fetcher/Vale Gravel Pit. The
CDPHE has reviewed and accepted the plan and has issued a permit. A Spill
Prevention Control and Countermeasure Plan has been prepared for the any
above-ground fuel storage tanks. The plans call for a 110% of the contents
containment area to be installed around the tanks to ensure that in the event of a
spill no fuels will leave the property.
RECLAMATION - As each area is mined and mining progresses away from the
area, the area will be graded and seeded as part of concurrent to mining
reclamation efforts. The Colorado Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
Division of Reclamation, Mining, and Safety (DRMS) supervises reclamation that
occurs on the property. The seed mixes used are recommended by the Soil
Conservation Service. The DRMS holds a bond equal to the estimated costs to
reclaim the site once mining has ceased. They also have conducted an on-site
review of the operation once since 1999. Herbicides are applied on an annual
basis to control noxious weeds.
SPECIAL USE REVIEW CRITERIA - Routt County has established 13 criteria in granting
Special Use requests for the sand and gravel operations. A response to each criteria
contained within Section 8.3A.3 of the Routt County Zoning Resolution follows:
a) Surrounding uses are primarily agricultural, forestry, or industrial.
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Other than the convenience store and gas station 0.75 miles east of the
Fetcher/Vale Gravel Pit, uses surrounding the facility are agricultural in nature.
The adjoining agricultural land uses are considered to be compatible.
b) Truck traffic will not access the mining operation through residential, recreational, or
commercial area, or such traffic will be mitigated.
When the request for expansion of the mining area is granted, typical truck usage
at the facility will not increase above the historic levels that occurred since the
time the existing Special Use permit was obtained. Truck usage is seasonal
between spring and fall. The existing roads and access serving the site are well
maintained and are in good repair. With the exception of the convenience store
and gas station on CR-129, the access route adjoins agricultural uses that contain
few residential structures located on large tracts of land.
c.) The mining site will not be visible to adjacent or surrounding residences, or will be
mitigated to an extent reasonable possible, to have reduced visibility. Placement of the
operation a sufficient distance from public roadway, behind natural landforms and existing
major vegetation, and/or away from growth centers will minimize visual contact.
The existing operation will only be visible to the landowner (Vale) residence,
located to the northeast of the site, during mining and reclamation in that area of
the site. The requested expanded area will remain screened from view by an
existing natural landform along the easterly boundary of the site until the last stage
of mining and reclamation when the northeastern corner of the site will be mined
and graded to daylight and join the topographic elevation of the Vale residence.
Due to the nature of the past mining efforts in conjunction with the natural
topography of the operations, stockpiling is visible from CR-62A.
d.) Equipment used for the operation will not be visible from adjacent or surrounding
residences, or will be mitigate to reduce visual impacts.
Processing equipment will be located within the mining area that is not visible from
surrounding residences.
Loaders, trucks and service vehicles that are
intermittently parked in the staging area are screened from view by existing trees
in the area.
e.) New long term (more than one year) mining operations will not be visible along
entryways to growth centers or potential growth centers as defined in the Routt County
Master Plan.
According to the Routt County Master Plan, there are no existing or potential
growth centers near the Fetcher/Vale Gravel Pit.
f.) The proposed mining operation will be located a sufficient distance from other mining
operations so as not to create cumulative impacts to roads, air and water quality, or other
resources and amenities.
No gravel pits are in operation near the Fetcher/Vale Pit. Multiple sand and gravel
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pits are in operation >13.5 miles to the south to the west of Steamboat Springs.
Because of the distance between the two operation areas, cumulative impacts are
non-existent.
In addition to the criteria established by Routt County for sand and gravel mining,
responses to the seven criteria for crushing and processing of sand and gravel resources
follow: (Note: the use of the words “batch plant” apply to portable asphalt plant in the
responses. The request does not include a provision for a concrete batch plant.)
a.) Current Colorado Department of Health Air Pollution Emissions permits shall be
obtained for all processing equipment.
All processing equipment owned and operated by the applicant has current and valid
emission permits.
b.) Visual impacts from batch plants to adjacent and surrounding residences must be
mitigated to the extent reasonably possible.
As is the case with mining activities, any batch plant located on site is not visible to any
surrounding residences because the location of the processing plant is screened from
view by an existing natural landform along the easterly boundary of the site.
c.) Batch plants shall not be located within a 100 year floodplain unless all requirement of
the National Flood Insurance Program can be complied with.
The location of any batch plant will be on the pit floor and is not located within an
identified flood plain.
d.) Recirculation ponds associated with batch plants or other processing equipment shall
be lined with impervious material, or enclosed recirculation tanks shall be used to
prevent intermingling of processing water with groundwater. Surface water shall be
diverted away from batch plant areas.
Batch plants used by the Operator do not use recirculation ponds as part of its air
pollution control. Plants use a “bag house” filtering system.
e.) All stationary sources shall meet current Colorado Department of Health and Routt
Count emissions standards for air and water.
All asphalt plants owned by the Operator have current and valid emission permits
and conform to the standards contained within.
f.) Results of relocation and annual inspections of batch plants by the Colorado
Department of Health shall be submitted to Planning staff.
The health department transmits copies of any Relocation Notices they receive to
the local health department.
g.) A Fugitive Dust Control Plan, approved by the Colorado Department of Health, is
required for all mining operations.
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As stated in the accompanying narrative statement, a copy of the dust control plan
for the Fetcher/Vale Gravel Pit is included within the appendix.
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April 6, 2018
Routt County Planning
RE: Fetcher Vale SUP Amendment – County Staff Questions
Elam Construction, Inc. received staff questions regarding the Fetcher Vale SUP application on
March 15, 2018. In addition to those comments, Elam determined that a portion of the SUP area
was outside of the reclamation area that allowed mining within a conservation easement on site.
Therefore, the northwest area of the proposed expansion has been reduced. Please see the revised
Maps C-2 and F.
See the responses to staff questions in line below.
1. The existing max area of disturbance is 25.3 acres. Is any increase in the amount of
disturbed area proposed?

The total disturbed area for the life of the mine will still be 25.3 acres. Mined out areas are
backfilled and reclaimed as soon as possible. The maximum active disturbed area is what is
bonded with the State of Colorado mining regulator.
2. What is the current total permitted area? What is the current minable area? What is
proposed total permitted area? What is proposed minable area?

The table below show the current and proposed areas. These areas have also been added to Maps
C-1 and C-2 of the application. The Proposed Mining Area is not the Maximum Disturbance
Area, as portions of the Proposed Mining Area are reclaimed as mining progresses.
Current Permit Area
Proposed Permit Area
Current Mining Area
Proposed Mining Area

25.3 acres
31.7 acres
25.3 acres
25.3 acres

3. Does the water that you import come from a valid source? The SUP application says it
comes from an irrigation ditch. The State permit application says it comes from a water
right on Elk Creek. Please clarify where the water comes from and submit evidence that
this is a valid source. I received comments from the Division of Water Resources on this
topic. Please review their comments which are attached.

Currently the operation uses water from the onsite sediment sump for dust suppression as
needed. In the event of any call scenario this would cease. Elam is currently working to
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determine additional water sources for this site and will provide evidence of them to Routt
County. No water will be pulled from Elk Creek.
4. Have there been any relocation of batch plants that would warrant the submission of
notices?

No batch plants have been relocated to Fetcher Vale. Only crushers are used at this pit.
5. It appears that there is no phased reclamation. Is this correct?

There are no phases at Fetcher Vale. Reclamation occurs concurrently behind mining.
Reclamation has already taken place on the west side of the central knob of material that is being
left in place.
6. In 2013 the restriction on hauling prior to 8:30 was removed. This restriction is in the
narrative that you submitted. Do you want this restriction reinstated?

The restriction on hauling prior to 8:30 am should remain removed.
7. When was the last time an asphalt plant and crusher operated? Is any aggregate used in
the asphalt plant imported?

The asphalt plant has not been onsite since 1995. Aggregate would be produced from materials
onsite, not imported.
8. The Typical Crusher site plan, and Typical Asphalt site plans were not submitted. The
submitted maps do not show the location of the asphalt plant, crusher, stockpile areas, etc.
The map needs to show where all equipment, stockpiles, structures, etc. are located.

All plants are portable and are moved to the most appropriate location each time they are on site.
Typical locations are pointed out on Map C-2.
9. Is the SWMP that was submitted for the expansion area as well? Is this what was submitted
to the State as well? The document mentions an 18 acre mining area. You are asking for
33 acres. The SWMP did not include a site plan, which needs to be submitted. We need
evidence of an approved SWMP from CDPHE.

See the attached revised SWMP. The SWMP will reflect current conditions and the BMPs in
place for any potential stormwater discharge, however all runoff is collected in the sediment
pond south east near RCR 62A.
10. Where does the stormwater for the expansion area go when it reaches the stormwater
control windrow at the northern area of the expansion area?

Stormwater remains onsite and evaporates and infiltrates. There is no discharge on the north side
of the site.
11. I didn’t see the Dust Control Plan. The contents state that it is with the air permits but I
didn’t see it.
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The dust control plan is outlined as part of the terms and conditions of the State of Colorado
Department of Public Health and Environment (Air Pollution Control Division) - Construction
Permit. Emissions of particulate matter are controlled using either full or partial enclosures and
water suppression. When a crusher plant is not on site the roads are coated with magnesium
chloride or sprayed with water.
12. During the last review (2013) there were a lot of the conditions of approval that were
removed from the permit. It is my opinion that if you want the allowance for the asphalt
plant and crusher, that these conditions need to be put back in. I have attached a document
which has all of the proposed conditions of approval. The bold language represents
conditions that are new and were not in the previous permit. The strike through is language
that is proposed to be removed.

An asphalt plant is part of this application in order to facilitate possible paving work in this part
of Routt County. Elam Construction accepts that certain conditions of approval are necessary to
allow the presence of an asphalt plant onsite.
13. We don’t have production number and truck trip counts for 2014. Please send those along.
How do you define truck trips? Is one truck trip a round trip calculation? Or is one trip
one truck entering and then another trip is the same truck exiting?

Truck trips are defined based on a load or ticket from the scale. One truck in and out is single
truck trip.
There was no production at Fetcher Vale in 2014, only hauling away stockpiled material. There
were 1,713 truck loads leaving the site.
14. The annual production numbers in the narrative are a little outdated. The years used are
2006-2010 in which an average of 60,000 tons was produced. Based on the numbers we
have from 2013-2017 (excepting 2014 since we don’t have that) is 31,502 tons, which is
half of what is in the narrative. The narrative states that based on production of 60,000
tons a year, the pit has a life of 12.5 years. Since the actual numbers are almost half of
what is stated in the narrative, the life is closer to 25 years. Please confirm this and revise
the narrative if need be. If no revision is required, please explain why.

Mining production is based on the amount of raw mined material. During processing, 30-40% of
the mined material is set aside as fill for reclamation, as it is not sellable as product. The
remaining material is what is reflected in sales or haul numbers.
15. Do you know who lives in the residence immediately to the northeast of the pit on Vale
land? Is it them or do they rent it out?

The residence in question is owned and occupied by members of the Vale family.
16. Are there any land survey monuments located within the proposed permit boundary?

According to a search of Colorado Land Survey Monument Records, the nearest recorded
monument is north of the proposed permit boundary by over 600 feet.
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17. I did not find anywhere in any of the previous staff reports that addressed the sign that is at
the site. Please provide the dimensions of it so that it can be addressed in this application
and included if approved.

The top sign is roughly 3’x5’ and the bottom sign is roughly 3’x3’, for a total of 24 square feet.
18. It appears that there will be disturbance within 50’ of the ordinary high water mark of
Cottonwood Gulch. Attached is a map of the location in question. Disturbance within 50’
of the ordinary high water mark requires a Waterbody Setback permit. In order to get this
permit, a showing of unavoidability has to be made. It would be advisable to not disturb
within this area because staff would not be able to support approving this request. The
maps will need to be modified to show that disturbance within 50’ of the ordinary high
water mark will not be taking place.

The mining plan has been revised to stay at least 50’ setback from the highwater mark of
Cottonwood Gulch. Please see the revised Map C-2.
Attached to this letter is a revised version of the SUP application, with changed areas marked for
Routt County staff’s convenience. Additionally, concurrence from the Colorado Cattleman’s
Agricultural Trust, a revised SWMP Plan, and revised maps are attached.
Please contact me if you have any further questions or concerns.
Sincerely,

Ben Langenfeld, P.E.
Greg Lewicki and Associates
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View of the pit looking east from the west boundary of the pit.

View of pit looking north. The shaded area is proposed to be mined as part of the expansion.
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Both of the above pictures are views from CR 62 looking south. The shaded area is proposed to mined
and removed as part of the expansion.
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