RES. NO 2022-009

ROUTT COUNTY REGISTER OF
HISTORIC PROPERTIES

2-02-2022

Portia Mansfield Cabins

The Portia Mansfield Cabins are exemplary of
Portia Mansfield and her contributions to the
Steamboat Springs community. The cabins are
modest, like Portia, yet were a gathering place for
sharing of ideas and growth.

Portia Mansfield’s "Halfway House," an enclave of
three cabins, are the only buildings in Routt
County directly associated with Portia Mansfield.
Portia Mansfield was one of two founders of
Perry-Mansfield Performing Arts School &
Camp, the longest continually running
performing arts camp in the United States.
Portia’s lifelong accomplishments have
influenced dance movements as well as dancers,
arts instructors and physical fitness instructors
throughout the world. The influence of her work
continues to shape arts entities and dance studies
today.
Portia’s home was nicknamed the “Halfway
House" for the location - halfway between PerryMansfield Performing Arts School and Camp
and the town of Steamboat Springs. The
property consists of three cabins, of which Cabin
#2 was built first, in 1948, and remained Portia’s
primary summer residence in the following
years. All three cabins, at times, housed
prominent members of the Steamboat Springs
and Perry-Mansfield communities. Today, the
cabins are used as rental properties. Preservation
of all three buildings that have contributed
significantly to Routt County’s heritage insure
that the legacy of Portia continues on.

The cabins were constructed during a time of
social change in the community. Post WWII,
the Ute Sun Dances were slowly dying off and
with them, Perry-Mansfield’s connection to the
Native American culture that was once part of
Steamboat Springs. Through their programs,
they attracted the top modern dancers of the
1930’s, brought actors like Dustin Hoffman and
Julie Harris to our community and instituted a
love for the arts in an out of the way place like
Steamboat Springs. The web that PerryMansfield has woven stretches to the National
Endowment of the Arts, The Julliard School
and around the world.

Portia Mansfield Cabin Amphitheater

Cottage #2 East View

A unique feature of the property is the
prominent 25 foot diameter stepped flagstone
amphitheater in front of Cabin #2. Here Portia
would gather her Perry-Mansfield friends in
the summer for impromptu performances. A
large flagstone stone barbeque grill was built
nearby.

